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NEW WORLD WISCONSIN 


A Program of Study Prepared by Ruth P. Swenson, 
Librarian, Portage Public Library 


(continued from February) 


V 
WISCONSIN BECOMES A STATE 


Early politics of the territory. 


We have considered the community life of this period without 
dipping into the politics. Dodge and Doty can now be studied as 
politicians. The struggle for the capital seems humorous now. Guides: 
Raney, chapter V; ‘““Memorial records of the fathers of Wisconsin,” 
by H. A. Tenney and David Atwood, pp. 70-75, gives sketches of the 
men who are active in these politics. 


Statehood is achieved. 


There is no sharper division between this period and the former, 
than between any of the other periods —the merging is gradual. 
Boundaries are the deepest problem, and maps will help in this study. 
Captain Thomas Jefferson Cram’s work as a surveyor must not be 
overlooked. The constitutional conventions belong in this area. 
Guides: Chapter VII of Raney orients the thinking. “A political 
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history of Wisconsin’ by A. M. Thomson, is fascinating. The style is 
graceful and courtly; presentation is clear — it was originally pub- 
lished in the Milwaukee Sentinel. The Blue Books contain information 
on this subject, too. Mr. A. J. Turner is purported to be responsible 
for their present form. “They also ran,” by Stone, pp. 251-266 on 
Lewis Cass gives a flash over the topics of the day when Wisconsin 
was fashioning her star for the flag. 


VI 
WISCONSIN PROVIDES FOR EDUCATION 


Free Schools and the school fund. 

Again it will be necesary to recall that the state program is & 

reflection of ideas promoted in the east. It is also of significance to 
point out that the federal government have huge contributions for 
education in the state land grants. 
Guides: Raney, pp. 134-136. “The growth of American thought,” 
by Merle Curti portrays the movements which led to the provision of 
free education. This book requires close attention, but the results 
enlarge the point of view. Mr. Schafer writes “Origin of Wisconsin’s 
free school system,” in Wisconsin Magazine of History, v. IX. Mr. 
Holmes in “Badger Saints and Sinners,” pp. 79-92, gives a dramatic 
account of Michael Frank’s work for education. ‘‘Public Education in 
Wisconsin” by Patzer is a ready reference. 


Two extremes: The kindergarten and the university. 

Here, we might do some retrospection in regard to the figures in 

education, and institutions which were developed. We might well ask 
what the Wisconsin idea is. Bascom and much later, Charles 
McCarthy, might be taken up in connection with that idea. 
Guides: Raney, pp. 423-429; and 455-457; 471-475. “How the kin- 
dergarten found its way to America,” in Wisconsin Magazine of 
History, v. XIV, pp. 48-62. “Wisconsin,” by J. F. A. Pyre, is a history 
of the University. Dr. Curti is writing a new history of this school, 
according to press bulletins. “McCarthy of Wisconsin” by Fitzpatrick 
is an account of the work of that legislative librarian. 


VII 
COMMUNICATION WITHIN THE LAND 


The growth of the newspapers. 

We can infer what the newspaper meant to the people when we 
take stock of their mushroom growth. Printers encountered obstacles 
no end in order to bring out their papers. We are also impressed with 
the literary quality of the papers. Green Bay contributed the first 
paper, but the Milwaukee Sentinel, which began in 1844, is still 
publishing. Rufus King was one of its noteworthy editors. 
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Guides: Raney, pp. 459-464. “Early printing in Wisconsin” by Doug- 
las C. McMurtrie is a complete source, but is not generally accessible. 
“The press of Wisconsin,” by William J. Anderson in Quaife, ‘“Wis- 
consin, Its History and Its People,” v. II, pp. 569-583, furnishes infor- 
mation without reproductions of the early papers. 


Transportation in Wisconsin. 

We must begin with the canoes and canals and proceed to the 
military roads and the railroads. Byron Kilbourn looms large on this 
picture. 

Guides: “The voyageur,” by Grace Nute, the Minnesota historian 
who wrote “Lake Superior.”” H. E. Cole of Baraboo wrote “Stage- 
coach and tavern tales of the old northwest.” Raney, pp. 105-112, 
and Raney chapter X. There are also histories of the different rail- 
roads. The Central Railroad which was discontinued last year, has a 
local significance as well as a great dream. Roy Martin has written 
its history. 

Vill 
THE NEW STATE IN THE CIVIL WAR 


The only feasible way for dividing this subject into two parts, is 
to divide the labor. The first part of the program would occupy the 
laying out of the canvas, and the second part would require sketching 
in the figures. 

It must be borne in mind that Wisconsin was a young state and 
very self-conscious of her contributions. She was very proud of her 
development in industry and in transportation as a help in the war 
effort. Because of their heritage, her people could identify them- 
selves in freedom’s cause whether they were old or new stock Amer- 
icans. 

The story of Governor and Mrs. Harvey stirs the heart. Carl Schurz 
was a vibrant and articulate figure in Wisconsin at this time. His 
voice for the cause of Abraham Lincoln is an interesting note. 
Guides: Raney, Chapter IX. The bibliography at the end suggests 
many references. “Carl Schurz, Militant liberal’? by Schafer. “The 
letters of Chauncey H. Cooke” in Wisconsin Magazine of History, v. 4 
(1920-21). The description of the battle of Gettysburg, written in a 
letter by Col. Frank A. Haskell, a Madison attorney, to his brother 
in Portage may be found in Harvard Classics, v. 43. His reflections 
as well as descriptions are worth pondering over. 


IX 
SETTLEMENT OF WISCONSIN 
Growth in population. 


We shall turn back to the years when Wisconsin became a state. 
Conditions in Europe which fostered growth here might well be 
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considered, in conjunction with state agents in foreign lands. 
Guides: Raney, chapter VIII. ‘“‘The Yankee and the Teuton in Wis- 
consin” by Joseph Schafer runs in five parts in the Wisconsin Maga- 
zine of History, v. VI and VII. There is much pamphlet material on 
the subject. Holmes “Old world Wisconsin” treats the subject for 
popular digestion. 


Growth of politics. 

As people lived closer together, problems other than supplying 
bodily wants appeared on the horizon. Lack of immediate solution 
bred discontent. We might pause to evaluate the career of Edward 
Ryan, the Granger movement, and the trouble with the railroads. 
Guides: Thomson’s Political History, and chapters XIII and XIV 
present material on this subject. There are interesting pages in the 
Blue Book, 1927, on the governors of this period. ‘“‘The bench and bar 
of Wisconsin” by Reed gives a lawyer’s estimate of Ryan. 


x 
TWO PROPHETS FROM WISCONSIN 


Robert Marion La Follette, Sr. 

It would seem that a portion of the new world to be found in Wis- 
consin might be traced to many of the activities of Mr. Robert Marion 
La Follette, sr. Let us then consider him as a legislator as well as an 
orator. 

Raney provides us with chapters on the Progressive movement and 
on La Follette. “Theodore Roosevelt and the progressive movement” 
by Mowry will appeal to the politically-minded as a continuation of 
the subject. Also, we might recall how quietly the Progressive party 
was buried in the Portage Armory on March 17, 1946. 

Mr. Holmes, in “Badger saints and sinners” presents Mr. La Fol- 
lett in an easy style, and the footnotes are clues for further reading. 
“You takes your choice,” by Clinton Gilbert, written in 1924, gives a 
contemporary appraisal of Candidate La Follette, pp. 83-116. There 
is his “‘Autobiography,” also. 


Frank Lloyd Wright. 

He is also known beyond our borders, and those who do not admire 
his buildings may wonder why. What do architects think about his 
work? If Sheldon Cheney’s “The new world architecture’ is not 
available, Tallmadge, “The story of architecture in America,” pp. 
214-233, will help. “Poetry out of Wisconsin” includes Mr. Wright’s 
“Work song” as well as a provocative paragraph on the man as a 
genius. His books: “An autobiography” and “Modern architecture” 
together with articles listed in recent Readers’ Guides will round out 
our information. 
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XI 
WISCONSIN AND THE FINE ARTS 


The prose writings. 

The general plan for this study might be to give a resume based 
on Raney, pp. 464-483. Then emphasize folklore, touching upon local 
tall tales, and chapter 12 in “Tall Tale America,” by Blair, and the 
chapter on Eugene Shepard in “Badger saints and sinners” by 
Holmes. A book of fiction such as “Elegant Journey,” by John Selby, 
or any connected with Wisconsin could be reviewed. 


Art in Wisconsin. 

Mr. Porter Butts has done research on this subject and has written 
a book “‘Art in Wisconsin.” The 1929 Blue Book has an article on the 
subject. An exhibit could be arranged in connection with this pro- 
gram. 


The poetry. 

The volume “Poetry out of Wisconsin” edited by Derleth will pro- 
vide a miscellaneous program of reading; or the poems of Lew Sarett 
or August Derleth will suggest the poetry in our state. If “Red Bird” 
by William Ellery Leonard, has not been heard recently, it should be 
heard now. This play takes on a deeper meaning as we, of our new 
world Wisconsin, reach for an understanding of other peoples. 





"ROUND THE CIRCLE 


Send all news items to Editor, Round the Circle 
Wisconsin Free Library Commission 


Balsam Lake. A Christmas story hour pat- 
paterned after that at Wausau, as described 
in the November 46 Bulletin, proved such 


to move with her family to Chicago Heights, 
Illinois. 


a success that it was decided to continue 
story hours once a month thru the winter. 


Edgerton. Ruth Young, who has been as- 
sistant librarian, left in February to take a 
position in the Department of Agriculture 
Library in Washington, D. C. Helen Short, 
a graduate of the Edgerton high school, 
who has had two years of cadet work in 
the Libary, is taking her place. 


Fennimore. Mrs. Floran Donnan, librarian 
of the Parker Public Library, resigned in 
February. Mrs, M. A. Bailey, formerly 
president of the library board, succeeds her. 
Juneau. Dodge County Children’s Library. 
Mrs. Fred Gurske is resigning as librarian 


La Crosse. Muriel L. Fuller has been ap- 
pointed librarian to succeed Miss Borreson. 
Miss Fuller, who is a graduate of the Wis- 
consin Library School, class of 1943, had 
been assistant in the library. 


Madison. State Historical Library. Miss 
Lillian Beecroft, until her retirement five 
years ago, assistant in charge of the news- 
paper room, died at her home in Madison 
on February 26. 


Milwaukee. The Sunday afternoon Hobby 
Forums, under the direction of Edel E. See- 
bach, are continuing thru February and 
March, Magic, Motion pictures, Flags, 
Pigeons, Mountain climbing, Heraldry, and 
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Record recording are among the featured 
topics. 

William L. Slayton, a reasearch analyst in 
the planning division of the city land com- 
mission, has been chosen municipal refer- 
ence librarian by the public library board. 
The position has been vacant since July 1, 
1945, when Norman N. Gill resigned to be- 
come executive director of the Citizens’ 
Governmental Research Bureau. 


Racine. “For the first time in the history 
of the Racine Public Library, established in 
1897, a man has been named librarian. The 
library board by unanimous vote picked 
Fred Wezeman, 32, Oak Park, IIl., chair- 
man Joseph H. Martin announced. Weze- 
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man, a veteran of World War II, will fill 
the vacancy caused by the resignation of 
Miss Martha B. Merrell. Wezeman has been 
serving as acting assistant chief of the library 
division of the Veterans’ Administration, 
Branch 7, Chicago, since his release from 
the Navy in 1944. 


“Since the Racine Public Library was 
founded in 1897, it has been served by four 
librarians, all women. They were Miss Mary 
J. Calkins, 1897-1917; Miss Frances A. 
Hannum, 1917-1926; Miss M. Louise Hunt, 
1926-1940, and Miss Martha B. Merrell, 
1940-1947. The Racine main and branch 
libraries are staffed by 37 persons.”—Racine 
Journal-Times. 





NEW BOOKS 
A Selected List Edited by Mary Katharine Reely 


Bibliography 


Cabot, P. S. de Q. Juvenile de- 
linquency; a critical annotated 
bibliography. 1946. 166p. Wil- 
son, $3.75. 016.364 


A fully annotated bibliography of 
writings bearing on the subject published 
between 1914 and 1944. Arrangement is 
in one alphabet with an extensive index 
to provide a key to special phases. 


Philosophy and Religion 


Fox, Emmet. Make your life 
worth while. 1946. 239p. Har- 
per, $2. 248 


These brief pithy chapters, seldom 
more than a page and a half long, are 
intended as guides to mental health and 
more efficient living. Perhaps more 
useful for personal ownership but might 
have a place among the library’s books 
for religious inspiration. Similar to an 
earlier book, Sparks of truth, which has 
recently appeared in a Grosset reprint. 


Link, Henry C. The rediscovery 
of morals. 1947. 223p. Dutton, 
$2.50. 170 


A book in which a practical psycholo- 
gist reaffirms his belief in the universal 
nature of moral laws and their perma- 
nence. “Times and customs may change, 
but the basic moral laws are just as 
changeless as the law of gravity or the 
axioms of mathematics.” In applying 
these principles to the present sad state 
in which we find ourselves, special note 
is taken of race and class conflicts. 


Sperry, Willard L. Religion in 
America. 1946. 318p. Macmil- 
lan, $2.50. 277.3 


In preparing this book at the request 
of the Cambridge University press to 
meet the needs of English readers for in- 
formation on the subject, the author has 
provided American libraries with an ex- 
cellent one-volume history of religious 
development in this country. 


See Booklist 42:361 Jl. 15 ’46. 
Social Science 


Abrams, Charles. The future of 
housing. 1946. 428p. illus. Har- 
per, $5. 331.83 


A very thorough-going study of the 
housing problem in relation to human 
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needs, private business and government 
planning, ending with the author’s pro- 
gram for reform. For larger libraries. 


See Booklist 43:163 F. 1 747. 


Hayes, Wayland J. The small 
community looks ahead. 1947. 
276p. illus. Harcourt, $3. 

352 or 630.1 


Like Small communities in action, by 
Ogden (BULLETIN, D. ’46), this book 
deals largely with situations and experi- 
ments in the southern states. Interesting 
illustrations show some of the accomp- 
lishments and the book may have sugges- 
tions for community leaders elsewhere. 


Roosevelt, Franklin D. Nothing to 
fear; selected addresses, 1932- 
1945; ed. by B. D. Zevin. 1946. 
469p. illus. Houghton, $3.75. 

308 


Sixty-two public speeches, beginning 
with the one addressed to the Democrat- 
ic convention in Chicago in 1932 and 
ending with a speech prepared for a 
Jefferson day dinner just before his 
death. Introduction by Harry Hopkins, 
frequent illustrations and index. 


See Booklist 43:95 D. 1 ’46. 


Howard, Sir Albert. The soil and 
health. 1947. 307p. illus. 
Devin-Adair, $4. 631.8 


The author is the world’s leading ex- 
ponent of organic agriculture. His thesis 
is that the problem to be solved in re- 
storing soil is biological not chemical. It 
bans the use of chemical fertilizers and 
poison sprays and puts its faith in nat- 
ural manures and compost. Many of his 
ideas were set forth in Pay dirt by J. I. 
Recdale (BULLETIN, D. ’45). The present 
work is a more thorough-going treatment 
and covers practices in India, China and 
other countries as well as in the author’s 
native British Isles. 
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Useful Arts 


Merrill, Anthony F. The rammed 
earth house. 1947. 230p. Har- 
per, $2.50. 693 


At intervals during past years this 
type of building construction has been 
brought forward as a solution for man’s 
building needs. Here it is again, covered 
thoroughly, with an introduction by the 
present Secretary of Agriculture and a 
bibliography of four pages. 


Fine Arts 


Batchelder, Marjorie. The puppet 
theatre handbook. 1947. 2938p. 
illus. Harper, $3.75. 791.5 


Covers all phases of the subject from 
making the puppets to the construction 
of the theatre, staging, and final pre- 
sentation of the play. Illustrated with 
line drawings and diagrams and should 
prove very useful wherever there is in- 
terest. 


McSpadden, J. Walker. Operas 
and musical comedies. 1946. 
607p. Crowell, $3.50. 782.1 


Reprint in one volume of the author’s 
two works, Opera synopses and Light 
opera and musical comedy, with revi- 
sions. Some of the older material has 
been cut to make way for Oklahoma and 
other recent successes. 


Neblette, C. B. Careers in pho- 
tography. 1946. 182p. illus. 
Ziff-Davis, $2.50. 770 or 371.42 


In addition to the more familiar fields 
in photography, this book points out 
many new openings in science and in- 
dustry. Should interest amateurs who 
are considering turning a pastime into 
a career. 


Rollins, Alice R. Antiques for the 
home. 1946. 232p. illus. Har- 
per, $3. 749 
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Ceramics, Furniture, Glass and Silver, 
supplemented by a few items of miscel- 
laneous nature, are the topics covered in 
this new book by an authority on the 
subject. 


Literature 


Aswell, James R., ed. Native 
American humor. 1947. 396p. 
Harper, $3.75. 817 or 827 


A compilation bringing together ex- 
amples of native American humor, many 
of them anonymous, many by authors 
now unknown. A few well known names, 
Mark Twain, Artemus Ward, Bill Nye 
and others appear, but they are the ex- 
ception. “The collection is not an anti- 
quarian study,” the compiler says. “Its 
only purpose is to entertain. All entries 
were chosen for ability to stand on their 
own feet as humor.” 


Giese, William Frederic. French 
lyrics in English verse. 1946. 
394p. Univ. of Wisconsin press, 
$4. 841.08 


These French lyrics have been freely 
translated into idiomatic English and 
read almost like original English verse. 
Attractively printed and bound by the 
University of Wisconsin press, is a de- 
sirable addition to the poetry collections 
of larger libraries. 


Henrich, Edith. The quiet center. 
1946. 73p. Sloane, $2.50. 
811 or 821 


The occasional reader who comes to 
the library looking for something new in 
poetry may find pleasure in these verses, 
which use modern forms while retaining 
the old poetic values. 


Horan, Kenneth. Mama took up 
travel. 1947. 216p. Doubleday, 
$2. 818 or 828 


In much the spirit of Papa went to 
Congress, Mrs. Horan describes the fam- 
ily tour of Europe in pursuit of culture. 
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Definitely fictionized, for a checking of 
dates shows many inconsistencies. 


Upson, William Hazlett. How to 
be rich like me. 1947. 209p. 
Little, $2. 817 or 827 


Series of humorous essays based on 
the author’s experiences selling tractors, 
writing for the Saturday Evening Post 
and for movies and radio. Moderately 
amusing. 


History and Travel 


Calahan, H. A. Geography for 
grown-ups. 1946. 35lp. Har- 
per, $3.50. 910 or 551 


Formal study of geography as a school 
subject too often ends with the elemen- 
tary grades. “The difficulty with this 
system,” the author says, “is that geog- 
raphy depends for its understanding on 
many allied subjects which cannot be 
taught to the very young.” His book, 
written to remedy this situation, is pleas- 
antly informal and may be taken either 
as a whole or piecemeal, depending on 
the reader’s interest. Would serve also 
to answer reference questions in smaller 
libraries. 


See Booklist 48:154 Ja. 15 ’47. 


Ciechanowski, Jan. Defeat in vic- 
tory. 1947. 397p. Doubleday, 
$3.50. 940.53 


The author who was Polish Ambassa- 
dor to this country from 1941 to 1945 
tells his personal story of the events 
which took place between his warm, 
friendly reception by President Roosevelt 
in April of ’41 to his resignation, follow- 
ing Allied recognition of the Soviet-dom- 
inated Polish government in 1945. 


Deane, John R. The strange alli- 
ance. 1947. Viking, $3.75. 
940.53 


“The story of our efforts at wartime 
co-operation with Russia,” as told by the 
American army officer who was sta- 
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tioned in Russia from 1943-45 as head of 
a military mission to the Soviet govern- 
ment. Gives the most detailed account 
yet made public of Soviet-American “co- 
operation” in the conduct of the war and 
of the methods and policies of that gov- 
ernment in relation to other nations. 
Ends with a statement of the terms on 
which the author thinks we can do busi- 
ness with Russia. 


Dusenbury, George and Jane. 
How to retire to Florida. 1947. 
2381p. Harper, $2.50. 917.59 


Authors believe that for the person re- 
tiring from business or. profession it is 
better to make a fresh start in entirely 
new surroundings. To this end, they of- 
fer the practical information about 
Florida needed by the person consider- 
ing settling there. Much of this will be 
of interest to the casual visitor also. 


Foldes, Lili. Two on a continent. 
1947. 254p. Dutton, $3. 917.3 


The author, a young Hungarian jour- 
nalist, who had had to break with strict 
family traditions to accept a position on 
a Budapest paper, was sent to America 
to report the New York World’s fair. 
Shortly after arrival she met and mar- 
ried a fellow countryman, Andor 
Foldes, a young pianist with his repu- 
tation still to make in this country. Her 
book is a fresh and delightful account of 
their joint adventures in discovering an 
America which had no relation whatever 
to the stereotype they had brought with 
them from Europe. 


See Booklist 43:183 F. 15 ’47. 


Kluckhohn, Clyde and Leighton, 
Dorothea. The Navaho. 1946. 
258p. illus. Harvard, $4.50. 

970.1 


Published as one of a series of studies 
undertaken by the University of Chicago 
in connection with the U. S. Office of 
Indian Affairs. Emphasis is on present 
Navaho life, with reference to ways of 
earning a livlihood, relationships with 
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the outside world, supernatural beliefs 
and practice. For the reader with a spe- 
cial interest in the subject or the student 
seeking information. 


Nicolscn, Harold. The congress 
of Vienna. 1946. 312p. Har- 
court, $4. 940.27 


The congress of Vienna, which fol- 
lowed the final defeat of Napoleon, is 
eften referred to in connection with the 
present postwar situation. In larger li- 
braries this book could be called to the 
attention of serious readers concerned 
with world affairs today. 


See Booklist 43:130 Ja. 1 ’47. 


Schlesinger, Arthur M. Learning 
how to behave. 1946. 95pn. 
Macmillan, $2. 917.3 


Students of social customs will find 
pleasant enlightenment in this little book 
about manners in America, based on a 
historical study of. Etiquette books. 


Biography 


Angle, Paul M., ed. The Lincoln 
reader. 1946. 564p. illus. Rut- 
gers University Press, $3.75. 

921 


This book may be considered as an an- 
thology of Lincoln-writings or as a com- 
posite biography. The editor has taken 
selections from the many biographers, 
arranged them in chronological order 
and, with great skill, woven them to- 
gether with connecting comments of his 
own. All libraries have felt the lack of 
a good one-volume life; until such a book 
appears this one will go a long way 
toward filling the need. 


See Booklist 43:183 F. 15 ’47. 
Driscoll, Charles B. Country 


Jake. 1946. 256p. Macmillan, 
$3. 921 


Reminiscences of a boyhood on a 
Kansas farm following after an earlier 
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book Kansas Irish. A story of hardships 
and bitter discouragements in which am- 
bition to achieve an education is the com- 
pensating theme. 


Hahn, Emily. Raffles of Singa- 
pore. 1946. 587p. Doubleday, 
$3.50. 921 


A biography of the British civil ser- 
vant who was the founder of Singapore 
written in a sprightly style, with many 
digressions and intrusions of personal 
opinion. For larger libraries. 


See Booklist 43:131 Ja. 1 47. 


Lumpkin, Katharine Du Pre. The 
making of a southerner. 1947. 
248p. Knopf, $3. 921 


As a background for presenting the 
southern attitude toward negro equality 
the author has drawn on family records, 
her father’s memories of old plantation 
life up to his 18th year, and her own 
childhood experiences as an inheritor of 
the “lost cause.” To northerners the 
chief value of the book will be in show- 
ing how deep-seated are such prejudices, 
altho the author herself has come a long 
way in leaving them behind her. An ad- 
mirable book to serve as a introduction 
to any study of the race issue. 


See Booklist 48:164 F. 1 °47. 


Marshall, Katherine Tupper. To- 
gether; annals of an army 
wife. 1946. 292p. Tupper & 
Love, $3. 921 


This is a very personal biography of 
the present Secretary of State, written 
by his wife, who tells of their life in 
army posts since their marriage in 1930 
and of the years of war. Told lightly and 
with humor. 


See Booklist 43:169 F. 1 747. 
Sumner, G. Lynn. Meet Abraham 


Lincoln. 1947. 78p. Harper, 
$1.50. 921 
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A small book for those not widely read 
in Lincoln literature who may know the 
bare facts of Lincoln’s life without any 
understanding of his real greatness. In 
five chapters the author writes of Lin- 
coln and his books, Lincoln and the 
women he loved, Lincoln and his cabinet, 
Lincoln and his generals, Lincoln and 
the Union. Could be recommended to 
young people or to newcomers to Amer- 
ica needing a brief introduction. 


Zweig, Stefan. Balzac. 1946. 
404p. illus. Viking, $3.75. 921 


A biography left unfinished at the 
author’s death has been edited and pre- 
pared for publication by his friend, Rich- 
ard Friedenthal, who adds bibliographies 
on Balzac’s life and works. For larger 
libraries. 


See Booklist 43:154 Ja. 15 47. 
Fiction 


Bambrick, Winifred. <Keller’s 
continental revue. 1946. 462p. 
Houghton, $2.75. 


Story of a large theatrical troupe, as- 
sembled from various countries and from 
far parts of the globe, touring Europe 
on the eve of the most recent war. 
Among the many characters an unusual 
number are well differentiated; there is 
a thread of plot and the whole, as the 
Booklist says, “has the popular appeal 
of circus stories.” 


See Booklist 43:117 D. 15 746. 


Du Jardin, Rosamond. Tomorrow 
will be fair. 1946. 2538p. Mac- 
rae, $2. 


Altho the happy ending can easily be 
foretold from the beginning, this story 
of a girl who longs for the peaceful life 
of a farm and who meets a young man 
of like tastes, already engaged to some 
one else, is a satisfactory addition to 
novels in the light-love-story class. 
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Ferber, Edna. One basket; thirty- 
one short stories. Simon & S., 
$3.50. 


For her selection of 31 of her short 
stories for reprinting in this volume 
Miss Ferber has written a somewhat au- 
tobiographical introduction in which she 
makes some observations on the short 
story in general and her own in par- 
ticular. In addition, she introduces each 
of the stories with personal comment, so, 
all in all, there is a good deal of Miss 
Ferber in the book. Will be a welcome 
addition in all Wisconsin libraries. 


Foley, Martha, ed. Best Amer- 
ican short stories, 1946. 586p. 
Houghton, $3. 


Five of the stories are from the At- 
lantic three are from Harper’s, two 
from Harper’s Bazaar, one each from 
American Mercury, New Yorker and 
Good Housekeeping. The others appeared 
in lesser known magazines. Authors’ 
_names are usually those of the more re- 
cent writers. 


Fuller, Edmund. A star pointed 
north. 1946. 361lp. Harper, 
$2.75. 


A fictionized life of Frederick Doug- 
lass, the American negro who escaped 
from slavery and became a leader in the 
abolition movement. 


See Booklist 43:102 D. 1 ’46. 


Gilligan, Edmund. I name thee 
Mara. 1946. 427p. Scribner, $3. 


Men readers who have enjoyed the 
author’s other stories of the sea—and he 
is one of the good writers on the subject 
—may like this one, altho it is long and 
frequently discursive. Suggests compari- 
son with Melville. 


See Booklist 43:86 N. 15 ’46. 


Krause, Herbert. The thresher. 
1947. 547p. Bobbs, $3. 


WISCONSIN LIBRARY BULLETIN 55 


As in so many novels of farm life a 
sense of inevitable tragedy pervades this 
story of western Minnesota in the days 
when this area was the great wheat pro- 
ducing center of the country. The imme- 
diate background is a community in 
which a spirit of bawdiness combines 
with narrowly fundamentalist religious 
concepts to shape the lives of the charac- 
ters. Along with the story of Johnny 
Schwartz, the “thresher” of the title, 
goes the evolution of threshing methods, 
and both setting and period are convinc- 
ingly portrayed. 


See Booklist 43:170 F. 1 ’47. 


Marmur, Jacland. Andromeda. 
1947. 279p. Holt, $2.75. 


The Andromeda is the last ship to 
leave Singapore before the city falls. 
Her captain, her crew, her two passen- 
gers and the ship herself, come alive in 
this story, which would rank pretty close 
to Conrad in any list of stories of the 
sea. Like Conrad, it is philosophical and 
may be read either for its narrative in- 
terest as a story of adventure, or for its 
underlying thought. 


Mitchell, W. O. Who has seen 
the wind. 1947. 300p. Little, 
$2.50. 


The author writes of his native Sas- 
katechewan with deep affection in this 
story of a young boy’s growing up. The 
scene is a prairie town in the wheat 
raising area during the drouth years. 
There are many characters and several 
cther lines of plot interest, but it is a 
book to be read for atmosphere and sen- 
sitive interpretation rather than plot 
interest. 


Wellman, Paul L. The walls of 
Jericho. 1947. 423p. Lippin- 
cott, $3. 


Plot interest predominates in this long 
novel of politics in a town in the Kan- 
sas wheat belt around the turn of the 
century. Basically it is the story of the 
breaking of a long-standing friendship 
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between a rising young lawyer and the 
editor of the local paper thru the schem- 
ing machinations of the editor’s ambi- 
tious wife. But back of this story is the 
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struggle between people and privilege, 
in which, in spite of all the greed and 
graft, a hopeful note is struck for the 
soundness of democratic processes. 


Books For Children and Young People 
Selected and Annotated by Elizabeth Burr 


Boys and Girls 


Anderson, Sybil. 
1946. [46p] 
Cardy, 85c. 

A colorful pre-primer for the begin- 


ning reader about Judy and her brother, 
Bobby. Cloth bound. 


Surprise fun. 
illus. Beckley- 


Avery, Kay. Wee willow whistle. 
1947. [29p] illus. Knopf, 
$1.50. 


Four-and-a-half-year-old Ellen has a 
happy day with her grandfather when 
he makes her a willow whistle. A picture 
book for small boys and girls with charm- 
ing illustrations by Winifred Bromhall. 


Baer, Marian E. Without fire; a 


book of experiments. 1946. 
48p. illus. Rinehart, [bds.] 
$1.25. 


The principles of gravity, evaporation 
and balance worked out in simple ex- 
periments that are outlined for the six 
to ten-year-old to do himself. Materials 
needed for the experiments are everyday 
tools, found in every home and no fire or 
sharp knives are used. Bound in paper. 


See Booklist 43:173 F. 1 ’47. 


Burbank, Addison. Narizona’s 
holiday. 1946. 155p. illus. 
Longmans, $2. 


Addison Burbank and his wife, Covelle 
Newcomb, have collaborated in this story 
of a little Mexican boy’s great love for 
his circus-trained pet, a kitten coati, 
named Narizona. Boys and girls in 4th 
to 6th grade will enjoy ten-year-old 
Chepe’s devotion to his pet that made 


him follow her on a difficult journey, 
thus winning him the opportunity to keep 
the mischievous coati and his papa’s 
approval that he is now a “brave hom- 
bre.” 


See Booklist 43:120. D. 15 746. 


Courlander, Harold, and Herzog, 
George. The cow-tail switch. 
1947. 143p. illus. Holt, $2.50. 

398 


An excellent collection of West African 
tales for reading aloud, story-telling and 
fourth and fifth graders’ own reading. 
Black and white drawings by Madye Lee 
Chastain, an attractively designed for- 
mat and the folk tales, abounding with 
humor, philosophy and moral values of a 
primitive people, make this a distinctive 
book, 


d’Aulaire, Ingri. Pocahontas. 
1946. [38p] illus. Doubleday, 
$2.50. 970.1 


The story of Pocahontas, told by the 
d’Aulaires with folk-tale quality in the 
text and with colored lithographs that in 
interpretation of Indian life are in much 
the same manner as their other historical 
picture books. 


See Booklist 43:120 D. 15 ’46. 


Doane, Pelagie. A small child’s 
Bible. 1946. 1483p. Oxford, $3. 
220 


A collection of Old and New Testa- 
ment stories, each told in one page with 
a colored illustration. The stories are re- 
told simply and in the spirit of, rather 
than in the words of, the King James 
version. Beauty of color and the strength 
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and the illustrative detail in the pictures 
make it a book to add to the Bible shelf. 


Hoffman, Eleanor. The four 
friends. 1946. 105p. illus. Mac- 
millan, $2. 


Pepe, the pig, and Esmeralda, the hen, 
along with their friends, Bonito, the par- 
rot, and Nina, the dog, spend a magical 
Christmas eve and Christmas day, tour- 
ing Puerto Rico in order that Pepe and 
Esmeralda will not be eaten for the Es- 
pinosas’ Christmas dinner. Kurt Wiese 
illustrates this traveling animal tale that 
will appeal to the Hugh Lofting and 
Walter Brooks reader. 


See Booklist 43:173 F. 1 ’47. 


Martin, Dahris. Adventure in Tu- 
nisia. 1946. 162p. illus. Mess- 
ner, $2.25. 


A noddle imp that keeps Allee from 
learning a trade and in continuous trou- 
ble because of his passion for painting 
- finally brings notice to him and his girl 
cousin, Bleeka, from the Bey himself. 
Rich in the atmosphere, customs and life 
of Kairwan by an author who has lived 
there. For boys and girls 10 to 12. 


See Booklist 43:158 Ja. 15 ’47. 


Ross, Patricia M. The hungry 
moon; Mexican nursery tales. 
1946. 73p. illus. Knopf, $3. 398 


A distinctive book of original stories, 
based on Mexican nursery rhymes and 
illustrated by one of Mexico’s famous 
artists in a gay and decorative manner. 
The rhymes, well known in Mexico, are 
given in Spanish with an English trans- 
lation for each story. Good reading aloud 
to small children and for fourth and fifth 
graders to read themselves. 


See Booklist 43:139 Ja. 1 ’47. 
Wiesner, William. Three good 


friends. 1946. [29p] illus. Har- 
per, $1.50. 398 
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Based on a folktale that the author’s 
grandfather told him whenever he quar- 
relled with a friend, this story tells how 
the friendship between a butcher and a 
tailor was almost broken up by their 
quarrelling over a singing bird and how 
they became “three good friends.” Hu- 
morous in text and pictures. 


See Booklist 43:158 Ja. 15 ’47. 


Williams, Garth. The chicken 
book. 1946. [29p] Howell, 
Soskin, $1.50. 


“If you want any breakfast, 
Just come here and scratch.” 


Thus ends this rhymed story with the 
advice of the mother chicken to the five 
little chickens that have been puzzled 
over the way to get what they want. 
Garth Williams’ illustrations in the yel- 
low of baby chickens and much soft green 
are full of fun and detail for the pre- 
school age. 


Young People 


Akeley, Mary L. Jobe. Rumble of 
a distant drum. 1946. 364p. 
illus. Dodd, $2.75. 916.7 


Ten-year-old Mihigo joins the Akeley 
expedition for the American Museum of 
Natural History and makes a safari half- 
way across the African continent to see 
a “new world.” His impressions of that 
world, his bravery, intelligence and loyal- 
ty, and his interest in the white man’s 
towns make a true adventure for young 


people and adults who read safari 
stories. 

See Booklist 43:187 Ja. 1 ’47. 
Canfield, Dorothy. Understood 


Betsy. 1946 [new ed.] 213p. 
illus. Holt, $2. 


New illustrations by Catherine Barnes 
and new format make an appealing edi- 
tion of a favorite girl’s story. 
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Ewen, David. Haydn, a good life. 
1946. 245p. illus. Holt, $2.75. 
921 or 780.8 


One of three titles added to the Holt 
musical biographies series—the other 
two are Mozart by Lingg (reviewed with 
adult books last month), and a new edi- 
tion of Beethoven, master musician, by 
Goss. An excellent biography of a great 
man as well as a great composer, with a 
list of his works, and recordings and ex- 
tracts from his best known music. 


Hawkins, Maxwell. Torpedoes 
away, Sir. 1946. 268p. illus. 
Holt, $2. 940.53 


Beginning with the tale of the USS 
Trout that was at sea on routine patrol 
when the Japs bombed Pearl Harbor, this 
book tells anecdotes of the submarine 
service during the first eighteen months 
of the Japanese war. The author has 
gathered his material from the Navy ar- 
chives and submariners. Will be read for 
its accurate description of a submarine 
as well as part of the Navy epic. 


See Booklist 43:156 Ja. 15 47. 


Karasz, Mariska. Design and sew. 
1946. 112p. Lippincott, $2. 
646.2 


By the same easy picture and diagram 
method as in See and Sew (BULLETIN, 
Nov. ’43), the author gives principles of 
design for the beginner and methods of 
making a basic pattern. Useful not only 
for older girls but also for beginning 
adult dressmakers. 


See Booklist 43:72 Nov. 1 ’46. 


Lyons, Dorothy. Golden Sov- 
ereign. 1946. 259p. illus. Har- 
court, $2. 


Connie McGuire postpones going to 
college because she wants to build up 
Shamrock stables. Through hard work 
and a bit of Irish luck she makes Golden 
Sovereign a good show horse. A mystery 
about the breeding of a horse that she 
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buys at an auction runs through this 
story for older girls. 


See Booklist 43:39 O. 1 ’46. 


Mackaye, Loring. John of Amer- 
ica. 1947. 245p. illus. Long- 
mans, $2.50. 


After his foster mother is accused of 
witchcraft and dies from the shock, John 
runs away to America where he becomes 
an indentured servant and the charge of 
wizardry follows him which is dismissed 
when the mystery of his birth is solved. 
Well written; illustrated by Henry Pitz. 


Nolan, Jeanette C. Florence 
Nightingale. 1946. 209p. illus. 
Messner, $2.50. 921 


Greater detai! on her late: life more 
attractive in format and more readable 
than the standard Richards Florence 
Nightingale. Important to teen age girls, 
interested in nursing, because of her deep 
concern with the sufferings of others. 
Junior Literary Guild. 


Proudfit, Isabel. James Fenni- 
more Cooper. 1946. 208p. illus. 
Messner, $2.50. 921 


The Leatherstocking tales will be of 
more interest to the reader who is intro- 
duced to their author through this biog- 
raphy for junior and senior high school. 
The author sees Cooper as a writer not 
thinking of style, literature or immor- 
tality but rather of putting on paper a 
good story of the American scene. 


Seth-Smith, E. K. Vagabonds all. 
1946. 282p. illus. Houghton, 
$2. 


Miles, runaway son of -a clergyman in 
Southwark, and Nat, son of the dead 
Christopher Marlowe, become sworn 
brothers during their adventures with 
the strolling players, gypsies and a band 
of beggars and thieves. Laid in Eliza- 
bethan England, the story will appeal to 
junior high school boys as an exciting 
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adventure; usable for English back- 
ground reading. 


See Booklist 43:60 O. 15 ’46. 


Swift, Hildegarde H. North star 
shining. 1947. [42p] illus. Mor- 
row, $2.50. 326 


Subtitled: A pictorial history of the 
American negro. Lynd Ward’s paintings 
illustrate vividly and dramatically each 
page of text in verse about the contri- 
bution of a certain negro to American 
history. Crispus Attucks, Harriet Tub- 
man, Frederick Douglass, Joe Louis, the 
negroes who served in the war, are some 
of the ones who appear in this book for 
junior high school age. 
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Williams, Jay. The sword and the 
scythe. 1946. 224p. illus. Ox- 
ford, $2. 


Martin, a peasant lad, is the focal 
point for a general uprising that grew 
out of scattered peasant revolts in six- 
teenth century Germany against tyranny 
of the feudal lords. Battles, poison plots 
and murders provide excitement for the 
junior high reader in this tale of the 
fight for freedom. Supplements Bolton’s 
Son of the land (BULLETIN, Feb. ’47) 
with its background of England’s Peas- 
ant Revolt in the fourteenth century. 


See Booklist 43:137 Jan. 1 ’47. 
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